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Whether it's an iPod showing an art history podcast, left, an iPod Touch showing slides, right, or a laptop displaying a
biology lecture, new software is helping many students to review for exams..

By ANNE EISENBERG
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The University of Central Florida uses a lecture-capture system from Tegrity, a company ADVERTISEMENTS
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Tegrity software indexes every word shown on the computer screen during lectures in a
database.

“Students don’t have to review the whole lecture,” he said. “They can type in key words on
their computer, do a Google-like search, and open the lecture at that point.”

Isaac Segal, the president of Tegrity, said its fees are based on the number of students in
the institution or department. Annual fees typically run $25,000 to more than $100,000,
he said. Of the 90 institutions now using Tegrity, about half have campuswide
installations.

Ronald Danielson, a vice provost at Santa Clara University, which has a site license from
Tegrity, said that students use the review system efficiently. “They are very expert at
clicking back and forward to the exact spot they want,” he said. “They don’t listen from
start to finish.”

Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind., plans to use a software application from

Echo360, of Sterling, Va., that records lectures and accompanying slides for replay on
iPods, iPod Touches, Zunes and other devices, said Edward J. Evans, Purdue’s interim
executive director for teaching and learning technologies. The university is testing the
program in as many as five classes this January, he said, and hopes to extend it to 300
classrooms in the fall.

Echo charges universities $10,000 for an annual site license for audio-only podcasts, and
$20,000 for enhanced podcasting with visuals, said Mark Young, senior vice president
and general manager. In January, Echo will introduce a new podcasting service for
$50,000 that includes dynamic displays like computer animations.

The pressure to buy lecture-capture software has come mainly from students who need to
study away from school — during a commute, for instance, said Bryan Vandiviere, the
Web presentation technology coordinator at Kansas State University, which has a site
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Laura Martho, a student at El Centro College in Dallas, finds the replay service invaluable.
Mrs. Martho, who has four children, commutes 45 minutes each way four days a week to a
hospital for clinical work in echocardiology. During the commute, she plugs an iPod into
her car radio to review lectures, and checks visuals during lunch. “Every second counts,”
she said.

Limor Raz, a Ph.D. candidate at the Medical College of Georgia in Augusta, reviews
lectures in her neuroscience class by computer. “I can’t stress enough how much it helped
me prepare for exams,” she said. “There’s a tremendous difference between viewing the
lecture once and seeing it again. It’s not exactly easy, neuroscience. Trust me, it’s very
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